Subject: CMS releases RHC regulatory relief regulation
Reply-To: "NARHC Consultants" <narhc_consultants@orbit.sparklist.com>
A short while ago, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid (CMS) released “for public inspection” a regulatory relief final rule that includes an important change for RHCs.
 
As you know, RHCs have been required to have a physician on-site in the RHC a minimum amount of time as mandated by the federal government.  This, despite the fact that most state laws governing NP and PA practice permit the PA or NP to practice either independently/collaboratively for NPs or under remote/telephonic supervision for PAs.  
 
Under the new rules, the federal minimum physician on-site requirement in the RHC rules is being modified such that RHCs will be required to follow state law or state regulatory requirements.  If there is no physician on-site requirement for NPs or PAs, then as long as the PA or NP is practicing in accordance with state law/state regulatory mechanism you will have satisfied the new requirement.  

The NEW requirement goes into effect in 60 days from the date the Final Rule officially appears in the Federal Register.  That should be in a few days and we will announce that date once the final rule is published.   
 
Other technical changes were made to “clean up” the RHC regulations and CMS officially responded to industry proposals dealing with other issues, such as regulatory relief on telemedicine.  We will be making an official response to the CMS response after we have had an opportunity to fully analyze the final rule.  
 
In the meantime, we want to thank CMS for recognizing the unnecessary burden the physician on-site requirement was causing for RHCs and the acknowledgement that state laws were a better standard for ensuring the appropriate relationship between physicians and PAs and NPs.  
 
Let us know if you have any questions.
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