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A

a


before

~


approximately


@


at

A


accommodation

Aa


each

A2


aortic second sound

AA


Alcoholics anonymous

AAROM

Active assisted range of motion

abd


abdomen, abdominal

AB


abortions

ABG


arterial blood gases

ABO


Blood group ABO

ab screen

antibody screen

ac


before meals (ante cibum)

Acid P04

acid phosphatase

AD                                  right ear      

ad


to, up to

ad lib


as often as described

ADA


American Diabetes Association

ADL


activities of daily living

adq


adequate

AFB


acid fast bacilli

AFIB


atrial fibrillation

AFO


ankle orthosis

AFP


alpha fetoprotein

A/B ratio

albumin-globulin ratio

AGA


average for gestational age

agg


agglutinins, agglutinations

AHF


antihemophilic factor

AJ


ankle jerk

AK


above the knee

AKA


above the knee amputation

alb.


albumin

alk.


alkaline

Alk. phos.

alkaline phosphatase

ALL


acute lymphocytic leukemia

AM


before noon

AMA


against medical advice

A.M.A.


American Medical Association

amb.


ambulate, ambulatory

AMI


acute myocardial infarction

AML


acute myelocytic anemia

amp.


ampule

amt.


amount

ANA


antinuclear antibody

AND


anterior nasal drainage

anes.


anesthesia

aniso.


anisocytosis

ant.


anterior

ant. ax. line

anterior axillary line

ante


before

ant font


anterior fontanelle

A.O.


anterior oblique

AODM


adult onset diabetes mellitus

A & P


auscultation and percussion

AP


anteroposterior

A & P repair
 
anterior and posterior repair

APC 


acetylsalicyclic acid, phenacetin and caffeine

approx.


approximately

aq.


water

aq. dist.


distilled water




ARC


AIDS related complex

ARD


acute respiratory distress

ARDS


Adult respiratory distress syndrome

ARM


artificial rupture of membranes

AROM


active range of motion

AR Pulse

apical, radial pulse

AS                                  left ear

AT


Atrial Tachycardia

art


arterial

ART


artificial Reagin test

ASA


aspirin

ASAC


as soon as convenient

ASAN


as soon as necessary

ASAP


as soon as possible

ASCVD


arteriosclerotic cardiovascular disease

ASHD


arteriosclerotic heart disease

ASO


Antistreptolysis-O

assist.


assistance

ASU


Ambulatory Surgery Unit

ATPS


atmospheric temperature ambient pressure

AU                                  ears (both)

Aug


augmentation

AV


atrioventricular

AVA


artery, vein-artery

1( AVB


First Degree Atrio-ventricular Block

2( AVB


Second Degree Atrio-ventricular Block

3( AVB


Third Degree Atrio-ventricular Block

avg


average

av oz diff

arterial to venous oxygen content ratio

ax.  


axillary

B

B


black

Ba


barium

bact


bacteria

Bacti. 


bacteriology

bands


immature polymorphonuclear neutrophils

Barb.


barbiturate

baso.


basophil

BBB


bundle branch block

BBS


bilateral breath sounds

BD


base deficit

BE


barium enema

B.E.


base excess

BER


brain stem evoked response

bid


twice daily

bil


bilateral or bilaterally

bilat.


bilateral

bili


bilirubin

bin


twice a night

BJ


Bence Jones

BK


below the knee

BKA


below the knee amputation

BL


blended

bld.


blood

BLE


bilateral lower extremities

BM


bowel movement

BMR


basal metabolism rate

BOM


bilateral otitis media

BOW


bag of water

BP


blood pressure

BPH


benign prostatic hypertrophy

bpm


beats per minute

brn


brown

BRP


bathroom privileges

BS


blood sugar

B/S


bedside

BSA


body surface area

BSC


bedside commode

BSO


bilateral salpingo-oophorectomy

BSP


Bromsulphalein

BTFS


breast tumor with frozen section

BTM


bilateral tympanic membrane

BTPS


body temperature ambient pressure

btw


between

buc.


buccally

B.U.E.


bilateral upper extremities

BUN


blood urea nitrogen

BUS


Bartholin, urethral, Skene’s glands

Bx


biopsy

C

C


when used with numeral (c-5), cervical vertebra

c


with

C


centigrade

CA


carcinoma

Ca


calcium



CABG


coronary artery bypass graft

cal


calories

Ca02


oxygen content, arterial blood

Cap.


capsule

CAP


capillary arterialized blood sample

CAP, CBG

capillary blood gas

cap refill

capillary refill

CAT scan

computerized axial tomography

CATH


catheter

cath.


catheter

Cauc.


causcaian

CBC


complete blood count
cc


cubic centimeter (ml)

cc-urine


clean catch urine

CCU


Coronary Care Unit

*CDC


Center for Disease Control

CDP


continous distending pressure

CDU


Chemical Dependency Unit

CEA


carcinoembryonic antigen

Ceph. floc.

cephalin flocculation

CFT


complement fixation test

CHB


complete heart block

CHD


congenital heart disease

chem


chemistries

CHF


congestive heart failure

chol.


cholesterol

chr.


chronic

CIS


carcinoma in situ

cl


chloride

Clin


clinical

CLL


chronic lymphocytic leukemia

cm


centimeter

CMID


cytomegalic inclusion disease

CNS


central nervous system

CO


carbon monoxide

c/o


complaining of

CO2


carbon dioxide

coag.


coagulation

COHb


carboxyhemoglobin

comp.


compound

conc


concentration

cond


condition

conj.


conjunction

cont.


continue, continuously

Cont.


contraction

   ‘d


checked

   `d


changed

contra


against

COPD


chronic obstructive pulmonary disease

cor


heart

CP


cardiopulmonary

C&P


cystoscopy and pyelogram

CPA


cerebellar pontine angle

CPAP


continuous positive airway pressure

CPD


cephalopelvic disproportion

CPK


creatinine phosphokinase

CPO


against doctors orders

CPR


cardiopulmonary resuscitation

CPT


chest physical therapy

CPT


chest physiotherapy

CR


central ray

creat.


creatinine

CRTT


certified respiratory therapy technician

C&S


culture and sensitivity

C-sect.


Cesarean section

CSF


cerebrospinal fluid

CT


computerized tomography

cu.


cubic

cult.


culture

CV


cardiovascular

CVA


cerebral vascular accident

CVD


cardiovascular disease

Cx


cervix, cervical

CVP


central venous pressure

CXR


chest x-ray

D

db.


decibel

D&C


dilatation and curettage

D/C                                 discharge

d/c’d                                discontinued or discharged

D.D.S.


Doctor of Dental Surgery

Dec.


decubitus

Del.


delivery

dext


dextrostix

D.F.B.


double footling breech

dia


diathermy

diff


difficulty

diff.


differential

Dil.


dilute

DIP


distal interphalangeal

dir.


direct

Disp.


dispense

DJD


degenerative joint disease

DLCO


diffusing capacity of the lungs for carbon monoxide

DLCO


diffusion lung carbon monoxide

DM


diabetes mellitus

DME


durable medical equipment

D.O.


Doctor of Osteopathy

DOA


dead on arrival

DOB


date of birth

DOE


dyspnea on exertion

DPT


diphtheria, pertussis, and tetanus

dr.                                   dram 

DR.


doctor

D.Sp.


dorsap supine

DT


delirium tremens

DTR


deep tendon reflexes

DU


diagnosis undetermined

DUB


dysfunctional uterine bleeding

D5W


5% dextrose in water

Dx


diagnosis

E

E


enema

EAC


external auditory canal

EBL


estimated blood loss

E. coli


Escherichia coli

ECG, EKG

electrocardiogram

ECHO


enterocytopathogenic human orphan virus

ECT


electroconvulsive therapy

ECU


extended care unit

EDC


estimated date of confinement

EDTA


Ethylenediaminetetra acetic acid

EEG


electroenchephalogram

EENT


eyes, ears, nose, and throat

EFF


effaced

e.g.


for example

EKG


electrocardiogram

elect


electrolytes

elix.


elixir

EMG


electromyelogram

emul


emulsion

ENG


electronystagmography

ENT


ear, nose, and throat

EOM


extraocular movements

Eos.


eosinophils

EPA


erect posteroanterior

EPIS


episiotomy

epith.


epithelium

ER


Emergency Room

ERCP


endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography

ERV


expiratory reserve volume

ESR


erythrocyte sedimentation rate

EST


electroshock therapy

etiol.


etiology

ETO


ethylene oxide

ETOH


ethyl alcohol

et., E, &


and

ETT


endotracheal tube

EUA


examination under anesthesia

eval


evaluation

exc.


excision

Exp. Lap.

exploratory laparotomy

expr.


expiration, expiratory

ext.


extract

ext


extremities

EXT


external

extr.


extremities

F

F


Fahrenheit

F


Female

F.B.


foreign body

F/B


frank breech

FBG


fasting blood sugar

FBS


fasting blood sugar

fdg


feeding

FE


iron

FEV


forced expiratory volume

FH


family history

FHR


fetal heart rate

FHS


fetal heart sounds

FHT


fetal heart tones

FIO2


fractional inspiratory oxyen concentration

FIV


femoral IV

fl.


fluid

fl. dr.


fluid dram

fl. oz.


fluid ounce

Fluoro.


fluoroscopy

FM


fetal movement

FOB


fiberoptic bronchoscopy

FOC/HC

head circumference

font


fontanelle

FRC


functional residual capacity

FROM


full range of motion

F/S


full strength

FSBG


finger stick blood glucose

FSH


follicle stimulating harmone

ft.


foot

FTA


fluorescent treponemal antibody

FTA-ABS

fluorescent treponemal antibody absorption test

FU


fluorouracil

FUB


functional uterine bleeding

FUO


fever of undetermined origin

fuo


fever of undetermined origin

Fx


fracture

5 fu


5-fluorouracil

FETAL POSITION AND PRESENTATION

LOA


left occiput anterior

LOT


left occiput transverse

LOP


left occiput posterior

ROA


right occiput anterior

ROT


right occiput transverse

ROP


right occiput posterior

LSA


left sacrum anterior

RSA


right sacrum anterior

LST


left sacrum transverse

RST


right sacrum transverse

LSP


left sacrum posterior

RSP


right sacrum posterior

LFA


left frontoanterior

RFA


right frontoanterior

LFT


left frontotransverse

RFT


right frontotransverse

LFP


left frontoposterior

RFP


right fontoposterior

LMA


left mentoanterior

RMA


right mentoanterior

LMT


left mentotransverse

RMT


right mentotransverse

LMP


left mentoposterior

RMP


right mentoposterior

G

G


gravida

gal.


gallon

GB


gallbladder

GC


gonococcus, gonorrhea

gd


good

GE


gastroenteritis

GFR


glomerular filtration rate

GG


gamma globulin

GH


growth harmone

GI


gastointestinal

glob.


globulin

glu.


glucose

gm.


gram

G.P.


General Practitioner

GR.,gr


grain

Grav.I


Primigravida

Grav. II


secundigravida

GSW


gunshot wound

gt


gait

gtt


drop

GTT


glucose tolerance test

GU


genitourinary

GWF


good wave form

GYN


gynecology

H

H


history

(H)


hypodermic

h


hour

H2 antagonist

deuterium

H20


water

H & H


hemoglobin and hematocrit

HA


headache

HAA


hepatitis associated antigen

HBP


high blood pressure

HC


head circumference

HCG


human chronionic gonadotropin

hct/hgb/H&H

hematocrit, hemoglobin

Hct.


hematocrit

HCO3


bicarbonate

HCTZ


hydochlorthiazide

HCVD


hypertensive cardiovascular disease

HEENT


head, eyes, ears, nose, throat

hep


heparin

H. flu


hemophilus influenzae

Hg


mercury

Hgb.


hemoglobin

Hgb. elect.

hemoglobin electrophoresis

HHA


hand hold assist

5HIAA


5-Hydroxyindolacetic acid

Hi/Fo


high flow

hosp.


hospital

H&P


history and physical

hpf 


high power field

HPI


history of present illness

H.R.


heart rate

hr


hour


hs


at bedtime; hour of sleep

h.s.


at bedtime; hours of sleep

HSG


hysterosalpingogram

ht


height

H.T.


Hubbard Tank

Hypo


hypodermic

Hx


history

/hr


per hour

I

I


iodine

I-131


radioactive iodine

IAM


internal auditory meatus

IBW


ideal body weight

ICU


intensive care unit

I.C.


inspiratory capacity

ID


identification

I & D


incision and drainage

i.e.


that is

IE Ratio


inspiratory-expiratory ratio

Ig


immunoglobulin

IM


intramuscular

Imp.


impression

IMV


intermittent manditory ventilation

in.


inch

inadq.


inadequate

Inc


intermittent servo control

Inc. AB


incomplete abortion

indir.


indirect

inf.


infusion

inj.


injection

ins


inspiration

inspr.


inspiration, inspiratory

Int. Med

Internal Medicine

I & O


intake and output

IP


interphalangeal

IPPB


intermittent positive pressure breathing

IPT


intermittent pelvic, cervical traction

IQ


intelligence quotient

irreg


irregular

ISC


intermittent servo control

IT


iliotibial

IUCD


intrauterine contraceptive device

IUD


intrauterine device

IUP


intrauterine pregancy

IV


intravenous

IVC


intravenous cholangiogram

IVP


intravenous pyelogram

IVP


intravenous push

IVPB


intravenous piggyback

J

Jt.


joint

Juv


juvenile

JVD


jugular venous distention

JVP


jugualr venous pressure

K

K


potassium

kg


kilogram

kg.


kilogram

KJ


knee jerk

K Cal


kilocalories

Kor


keep open rate

KUB


kidneys, ureters, bladder

KVO


keep vein open

kvp


kilovolt peak

kw.


kilowatt

L

l


liter

L


when used with a numeral (L-5) lumbar disc number

L


left

L


liter

(L), L


left

“


length

L&A


light and accommodation

LA


left atrium

lab.


laboratory

lap.


laparotomy

LAP


left atrail pressure

lat.


laboratory

lb.


pound

LBBB


left bundle branch block

LBP


low back pain

LD


left deltoid

L & D


labor and delivery

LE


lupus erythramatosus

LFD


low forceps delivery

LFT


liver function test

lg


large

LG


left gluteus

LGA


large for gestational age

LH


leutenizing hormone

LHH


lactic dehydogenase

Li


lithium

liq


liquid

LLB


long leg brace

LLE


left lower extremity

LLL


left lower lobe (lung)

LLQ


left lower quadrant

LLT


left lateral thigh

LMD


local medical doctor

LMP


last menstrual period

LN


lymph node

LNMP


last normal menstrual period

LOM


limited range of motion

LP


lumbar puncture

LPM


liters per minute

LPN


licensed practical nurse

LS


lumbosacral

LSD


lysergic ancid diethylamide

lt


left

LTL


laparoscopic tubal ligation

LUE


left upper extermity

LUL


lower upper lobe (lung)

LUQ


left upper quadrant

LVEF


left ventricular ejection fraction

LVH


left ventricular hypertrophy

L&W


living and well

lymphs


lymphocytes

M

M


male

M


meter

M


murmur

m


minimum

MAE


moves all extremities

MAO


monamine oxidate inhibitor

MAT


Multifocal atrial tachycardia

max.


maximum

MC


metacarpal

M.C.


millicurie

Mcg, mcg

microgram

MCH


mean corpuscular hemoglobin

MCHC


mean corpuscular hemoglobin concentration

MCL


midclavicular line

MCP


metacarpophalangeal

Mct Hb


methemoglobin

MCV


(of blood) mean cell volum

M.D. or MD

Medical Doctor

MDAH


M.D. Anderson Hospital

Mec


Meconium

Med.


medicine

mEq


milliequivalent

mEq/L


milliequivalent per liter

Mg


magnesium

mg 


milligram

mg.


milliequivalents

mg.%


milligrams per 100 millilters

M.H.


moist heat

MHB


maximum hospital benefit

mHg


milliliters of mercury

MI


myocardial infarction

micro


microscopic

MIE Bag

made in England

MIF


maximum inspiratory force

min.


minute

misc.


miscellaneous

mixt.


mixture

ml.


milliliter

mm.


milllimeters

mm/hr.


millimeters per hour

mm/hr


millimeters/hr

MMPI


Minnesota Multiphasic Personality Inventory

MMV


minimum minute ventilation

MN


midnight

MOM


monocyte

mod


moderate

MOM


Milk of Magnesia

Mon


monitor

mono


monocyte

MP


metacarpophalangeal

MPD


myeloproliferative disorder

MR


mitral regurgitation

MRI


Magnetic Resonance Imaging

M.T.


Medical Technologist

m.t.


muscle test

MTP


metatorsophalangeal

Mtx


methotrexate

M2


meter square

MVA


motor vehicle accident

MVV


maximum ventilatory volume

myelo


myeloctye

N

N


nitrogen

Na


sodium

NaCL


sodium chloride

NAD


no acute distress

NB


newborn

N.C.V.


nerve conduction velocity

NE


neurologic examination

NEEP


negative end expiratory pressure

neg.


negative

neg


negative

neuro


neurology

ng.


nanogram

NG


nasogastric

NGT


nasogastric tube

NIF


negative inspiratory force

NKA


no known allergies

NKDA


no known drug allergies

NM


neuromuscular

NMI


no middle initial

No.


number

noct.


night

non-rec


do not repeat

now


at the next opportunity

NPA


no previous admission

NPN


nonprotein nitrogen

NPO


nothing by mouth

NPT


nasopharyngeal tube

NR


do not repeat

NRBC


nucleated red blood cells

N/S


normal saline

NSD


normal spontaneous delivery

Nsg.


nursing

NSR


nasoseptal reconstruction

NSR


normal sinus rhythm

NTG


nitroglycerine

NTT


nasotracheal tube

N&V


nausea and vomiting

O

O2


oxygen

O2 ct


oxygen content

02Hb


oxyhemoglobin

OBS


organic brain syndrome

OH, OxH

oxyhood

O.O.B.


out of bed

O. OS


ear oximetry

o.d.                                 once daily

OD                                  right eye

OD                                 once daily 

O.P.


outpatient

OR


operating room

OS                                  left eye

OU                                 both eyes 

ORIF


open reduction internal fixation

O.T./ OT

occupational therapy

F.Os


finger oximetry

P

p


after

P


pulse

P2


pulmonic second sound

PA


posterioanterior

P&A


percussion and auscultation

PAC


premature auricular contractions

packed cells

packed red blood cells

Pap.


papanicolaou

PAP


pulmonary artery pressure

parasit.


parasitology

Para


number of pregnancies

PAT


paroxysmal atrial tachycardia

Path.


Pathology

path


pathology

PBG


porphobilinogen

PBI


protein-bound iodine

P.C.


after meals

p.c. or pc

after meals

PCH


paroxysmal cold hemoglobin

PCO2


carbon dioxide pressure

PCV


packed cell volume

PDL


poorly differiented lymphoma

PE


Physical Examination

PEA


Pulseless Electrical Activity

Ped.


pediatric

PEARL


pupils equal, reative to light and accommodation

PEEP


positivie end-expiratory pressure

PEG


pneumoencephalogram

PEG


percutaneous esophagoscopy gastrostomy tube

per


through, by

perp


peripheral

PERLA


pupils equal, react to light & accommodation

PERRLS

pupils equal, round, regular, react to light and accommodation

pes


foot

PH


past history

pH


hydrogen ion concentration

pH


acidity

PIA


peripheral intravenous alimentation

PI


present illness

PICU


Pediatric Intensive Care Unit

PID


pelvic inflammatory disease

P.I.H.


pregnancy induced hypertension

PIP


positive inspiratory pressure

PIP


proximal interphalangeal

Pit


Pitocin

PIV


peripheral IV

PKU


phenylketonuria

PLEDS


periodic lateralizing epileptiform discharges

pm


afternoon

P.M.


afternoon

PMB


post menopausal bleeding

PMI


point of maximum impulse

PMP


previous menstrual period

PND


paroxysmal nocturnal dyspnea

P.O.


phone order

p.o.


phosphates

po


by mouth

p02


oxygen pressure

P04


phosphates

poly


polymorphonuclear leukocyte

port.


portable

Pos


position

post.


posterior

Post


after

postop.


postoperative

post op


postoperative

prep


prepared

PRI


PR Internal

P.R.N.


as often as necessary

PROM


Passive range of motion

PP


postpartum

pp


post prandial

PPd


purified protein derivative

preop


preoperative

p.r.


per rectum

prn


as often as necessary

prep


prepare

Pres. P.


presenting part

Pro time

prothrombin time

Prot


protein

prot. elect.

protein electrophoresis

PSP


phenosulfonphtahalein

PSVT


Paroxysmal Supraventricular Block

pt.


patient

pt


patient

PT


prothrombin time

P.T.


physical therapy

PTA


prior to admission

PTT


partial thromboplastin time

pulv.


powder

PVC


premature ventricular contraction

PVL


Peri Ventricular Leukomalacia

PVOD


peripheral vascular occlusive disease

Px


physical examination

PELVIC MEASUREMENTS

DC


diagonal conjugate

OC


obstetrical conjugate

bisp.


bispinous

IT


intertuberous

Ant. Sag. D.

anterior sagittal diameter

Post. Sag. D.

posterior sagittal diameter

APD


anteroposterior diameter

Trans. D.

transverse diameter

Q

q 


shift, every shift

q


every

q.


every

qAM


every morning

q 4 h


every four hours

qh


every hour

q.h.


every hour

qhs                                 at the hour of sleep or bedtime

qid


four times a day

q.i.d.


four times a day

QNS


quantity not sufficient

qoh


every other hour

qon


every other night

q.o.n.


every other night

QS


quantity sufficient

qt.


quart

qt


quart

QTI


QT Interval

quant


quantitative

qual.


qualitative

R

r


right

R


respiration

RA


rheumatoid arthritis

Ra


radium

RAD


radiation absorbed dose

RAI


radioactive iodine uptake

RAP


right anterior pressure

RAT


right anterior thigh

RBBB


right bundle branch block

RBC


red blood cell; red blood (cell) count

RCM


red blood mass

RD


right deltoid

RDS


respiratory distress syndrome

RE


reticuloendothelial

Rehab.


rehabilitation

rec’d


received

rep.


let it be repeated

resp


respiration

ret. cath

retention catheter

retic


reticulocyte

Retic.


reticulocyte

retro pyel

retrograde pyelogram

RF


rheumatoid factor

RFS


respiratory flow sheet

RG


right gluteal

Rh


Rhesus blood factor

RIA


radioimmunoasssay

RIC


right iliac crest

RID


radial immunodiffusion

RIHSA


radioactive iodinated human serum albumin

RIND


reversible ischemic neurologic deficit

RLE


right lower extremity

RLL


right lower lobe (lung)

RLQ


right lower quadrant

RML


right middle lobe (lung)

RN


registered nurse

RND


radical neck dissection

R/O


rule out

ROM


range of motion

R.O.M.


range of motion

ROM


rupture of membranes

ROS


review of systems

RPO


right posterior oblique

RPR


rapid plasma reagent

RR


Recovery Room

RROM


resistive range of motion

RRT


registered respiratory therapist

RSR


regular sinus rhythm

RS


rheumatoid survey

RT


respiratory therapy

rt.


right

R.U.E.


right upper extremity

RUL


right upper lobe (lung)

RUQ


right upper quandrant

RVH


Right Ventricular Hypertrophy

R/W, RW

radiant warmer

Rx


prescription, take

Rx


medication

S

(
s


without

SAO2


oxygen saturation

sat


saturated

SB


stillborn

SBA


stand by assistance

SBE


subacute bacterial endocarditis

SBJ


skin, bones, joints

SC, Sc, SQ, s.c.
Subcutaneous or subq. or sub Q

SCAT


sheep cell aggultination test

sec.


second

Sed.


sedomentation

segs.


segmenters

sens.


sensitivity

sero.


serology

SF


salt free

SG


specific gravity

SGA


small for gestational age

SGOT


serum glutamic pyruvic transaminase

SH


social history

SI


sacroiliac

SIADH


syndrome of inappropriate antidiuretic hormone

SIBC


serum iron binding capacity

sig


write on label

Sig.


let it be labeled

SIMV


synchronized intermittent manditory ventilation

s.l.


sublingually

SLB


short leg brace

SLE


systemic lupus erythematosis

SLR


straight leg raising

sm


small

SMA


sequential multiple analysis

SMAE


spontaneously moves all extremities

SMR


submucous resection

S&O


salpingo-oophorectomy

SOB


short of breath

sol.


solution

solv.


dissolve

SOM


serous otitis media

SOS


if necessary

sov


dissolve

spec.


specimen

sp. gr.


specific gravity

spiro


spirogram

spts


spirits

SR


side rails up

SS


Social Service

ss


one half

s.s.


soap suds

S&S


signs and symptoms

SSE


soap suds enema

ST


Speech Therapy

ST


sinus tachycardia

Staph.


Staphylococcus

Stat


at once, immediately

STAT


at once, immediately

STPD


standard temp, standard pressure, dry

Strep.


Streptococcus

SUB


Skene’s, urethra, Bartholin’s

surg


surgery, surgical

SVE


sterile vaginal examination

SVT


Supraventricular tachycardia

syr.


syrup

syr


syrup

Sx


suction

T

T


when used with numeral, thoracic vertebra

T or Temp

temperature

T3


triiodothyronne

T4


throxine

T&A


tonsillectomy and adenoidectomy

tab.


tablet

TAH


total abdominal hysterectomy

TAT


tetanus antitoxin

TB


tuberculosis

TBA


to be admitted

TBG


throxine binding globulin

T.B.I.


to be infused

T. Bili.


total bilirubin

tbsp.


tablespoon

Tc PO2


transcutaneous pressure oxygen

TcPCO2

transcutaneous pressure carbon

temp.


temperature

TF


to follow

TIA


transient ischemic attack

TIBC


total iron binding capacity

tid 


three times a day

t.i.d.


three times a day

tin


three times a night

t.i.n.


three times a night

tinct.


tincture

TL


tubal ligation

TLC


total lung capacity

TM


tympanic membrane

T&M


type and crossmatch

T. Max


temperature maximum

TMJ


temporomandibular joint

Tn.  


tension

TNT


nitroglycerin

TNTC


too numerous to count

TO


telephone order

TOA


time of arrival

TOCO


tocomonometer

tot.


total

TP


total protein

TPR


temperature, pulse, respiration

tr


tincture

trich.


trichomonas

tsp.


teaspoon

TSP


total serum protein

T.T.


tilt table

TUR


transurethral resection

TURP


transurethral resection of the prostate

TV


television

Tx


treatment

U

UA


urinalysis

UAC


umbilical arterial catheter

UCG


urinary chorionic gonadotropin

UCHD


usual childhood diseases

UGI


upper gastrointestinal

Ung.


ointment

Ur.


urine

URI


upper respiratory infection

Urol.


Urology

UPJ


ureteropelvic junction

US


ultrasound

U.S.


ultrasound

UTI


urinary tract infection

UVC


umbilical venous catheter

UVJ


ureterovesical junction

V

VA


visual acuity

VAH


Veteran’s Administration Hospital

vag.


vagina, vaginal

vag


vagina

VC


Vital capacity

vd


dead space

vd/vt


dead space to ventilation ratio

VD


venereal disease

VDRL


Venereal Disease Research Laboratory

vent


ventilator

vit.


vitamin

vit


vitamin

VMA


vanilmandelic acid

V.O.


verbal order

vol.


volume

VP


venous pressure

V/Q


ventilation to perfusion ratio

VR


ventilatory rate

v/s


vital signs

VS


vital signs

vt


tidal volume

W

W


white

wa


will awake

Wass.


Wasserman

WB


whole blood

WBC


whole blood count

W/C


wheelchair



w/c


will call

w/c


wheelchair

WD


well-developed

w/d


warm dry

WDWN


well developed, well nourished

WF


white female

wf


white female

WM


white male

wm


white male

WN


well nourished

WNL


within normal limits

WRC


washed red cells

wt.


weight

w/u


workup

w/v


weight by volume

X
X


except

x


times

7-ray


roentgenogram

x-match


crossmatch (blood)

Y

YAG


laser

Y.O.


years old

yo


year old

yr.


year

SYMBOLS COMMONLY USED

=


equal

>                                     is greater than

>                                     is greater than or equal to

<                                     is less than       

<                                     is less than or equal to       

♀


female

♂


male

-


negative

+


positive




murmur

(


elevated or above normal

(


lower or below normal

RADIOLOGY ABBREVIATIONS

A

A


Angstrom unit

Abd


abdomen

a.c.


alternating current

A.D.


above diaphram

A.E.


after evacuation

A.F.D.


anode film distance

A.F.M.


after fatty meal

amp.


ampere

A.O.


anterior oblique

A.P.


anterior posterior

A.P.O.


anterior posterior oblique

B

Ba


barium

BaSO4


barium sulphate

Ba. Swallow

barium swallow

B.D.


below diaphram

B.E.


barium enema

C

C


cervical; centigrade

C.D.&L. spine

cervical, dorsal, and lumbar spine

cm.


centimeter

C.R.


central ray

D

D


distance

d.c.


direct current

D.C.E.


double contrast enema or air contrast enema

Dec


decubitus

E

E.M.


electromotive

E.A.M.


external auditory meatus

E.M.F.


electromotive force

emp.


empty

E.P.A.


erect posterior anterior

Esoph.


esophagus

E.S.


electrostatic unit

exp.


expiration

ext.


external

F

F


Fahrenheit

F.F.D.


focal film distance

F.S.


focal spot

G

G.S. Series

Gallbladder series

G.I. Series

Gastrointestinal tract study

H

H. and D.

characteristic curve of x-ray film

H.V.L.


half value layer

Hystero


hysterosalpingogram

I

I


intensity:  amperes

inf.


infusion pyelogram

ins.


inspiration

int.


internal

I.V. Cholangiogram
intravenous cholangiogram

I.V.P.


intravenous pyelogram

K

K.U.B.


kidneys, ureters, bladder

K.V.P.


kilovolts peak
L

L


left; lumbar

L.A.O.


left anterior oblique

Lat.


lateral

LD 50


lethal dose of radiation

Lord


lordotic

L.P.O.


left posterior oblique

L.S.


lumbosacral spine

lt.


left

M

MA


milliamperes

MAS


milliampere seconds

m.c.


millicurie

MEV


million electron volts

M.F.B.


metallic foreign body

MPC


maximum permissible concentration

MPD


maximun permissible dose

N

N.M.I.


no middle initial

O

obl.


oblique

Occ.


occipital

P

P.A.


posterior anterior

P.A.O.


posterior anterior oblique

P.E.G.


pneumonencephalogram

P.O.


posterior oblique

P.R.


photoroentgen

R

r.


roentgen

R.


right

rad.


roentgen absorbed dose

R.A.O.


right anterior oblique

R.B.E.


relative biological effectiveness

rem.


roentgen equivalent man

Retro. Pyel.

retrograde pyelogram

R.P.O.


right posterior oblique

S

S.B.S.


small bowel study

Sec.


seconds (exposure time)

Stereo


stereoscopic

T

T.


time (exposure time)

Tang.


tangential

Teleo


teleroentgenogram

T.F.D.


target film distance

T.M.J.


temporomandibular joints

T.S.D.


target skin distance

T-T. lateral

trans table lateral

U

U.G.I.


upper gastrointestinal

Up


upright

V

V


volts

V.C.U.G.

voiding cystourethrogram

LIST OF PHARMACEUTICAL ABBREVIATIONS

ac


before meals

ad. lib.


as desired

amt.


amount

aq.


water

ax.


auxilliary

bid.


twice a day

c


centigrade

comp.


compound

conc.


concentration

dil.


dilute

D5W


5% dextrose in water

exil.


elixir

ext.


extract

fld.


fluid

fract. dos.

divided doses

Gm


gram

gtt (s)


drop (s)

h


hour

HS


bedtime

IM


intramuscular

inf.


infusion

IV


intravenous

Kg


kilogram

lb.


pound

liq.


liquid

m.


minimum

mg.


milligram

ml.


milliliter

MOM


Milk of Magnesia

O


pint

o.h.


every hour

ol.


oil

os.


mouth

oz.


ounce

p.c.


after meals

P.M.


afternoon

p.o. 


by mouth

prn.


whenever necessary

PSP


phenolsulonphthalein

pulv.


powder

q.


every

q.h.


every hour

q.2h.


every 2 hours

q.3h.


every 3 hours

q.4h.


every 4 hours
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APPROVED BY: Medical Executive Committee


             DATE:  09/20/06

POLICY:
The following abbreviations pose a risk for misinterpretation when used.  Therefore, these abbreviations will no longer be accepted for use at St. Francis Medical Center.The words noted in the definition should be written out in place of the abbreviation. (
PURPOSE:  To eliminate the use of dangerous medical and medication abbreviations.

	
	ABBREVIATION
	PREFFERED DOCUMENTATION

	
	IU
	Write “international unit”

	
	µg
	Write  “microgram” or mcg

	
	MgSo4
	Write  “Magnesium sulfate” OR 

“Mag. Sulfate”

	
	MS, MSO4
	Write “Morphine sulfate”

	
	Q.D., QD, q.d., qd 
	Write “daily” OR “Q day”

	
	Q.O.D., QOD, q.o.d, qod  
	Write “every other day”

	
	U
	Write “unit”

	
	Lack of leading zero before a decimal point     

 ( e.g. .5mg)
	Use zero before a decimal point when the dose is less than a whole unit

	
	Trailing zero after decimal point (e.g. 1.0) *
	Do not use trailing zero for doses expressed in whole numbers

	* Exception:   A “trailing zero” may be used only where required to demonstrate the level of precision of the value being reported, such as for laboratory results, imaging studies that report size of lesions, or catherter/tube sizes.  It may not be used in medication orders or other medication-related documentation.


_________________________

( Applies to all orders and all medication-related documentation that is handwritten (including free-text computer entry) or pre-printed forms.
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