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Krabbe Disease (Globoid Cell Leukodystrophy)
1. Definition

Krabbe (KRAH-buh) disease is an inherited disorder that destroys the protective coating
(myelin) of nerve cells in the brain and throughout the nervous system.

In most cases, signs and symptoms of Krabbe disease develop in babies before 6 months
of age, and the disease usually results in death by age 2. When it develops in older
children and adults, the course of the disease can vary greatly.

There's no cure for Krabbe disease, and treatment focuses on supportive care. However,
stem cell transplants have shown some success in infants who are treated before the onset
of symptoms and in some older children and adults.

Krabbe disease affects about 1 in 100,000 people in the United States. It is also known as
globoid cell leukodystrophy.

(Source: Mayo Clinic)

2. Screening for Krabbe Disease
If you suspect a family history of Krabbe disease, genetic screening is available through
one of the Office of Public Health regional clinics. A clinic located near you can be found
here.

3. Additional Resources

More information on Krabbe disease can be found via the following links:

National Organization for Rare Disorders

Baby’s First Test

National Institutes of Health — National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke

Hunter’s Hope

The Genetic Diseases Program can be reached at 504-568-8254.


http://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/krabbe-disease/basics/definition/con-20029450
http://ldh.louisiana.gov/index.cfm/page/476
https://support.office.com/en-us/article/Create-or-edit-a-hyperlink-5d8c0804-f998-4143-86b1-1199735e07bf?ui=en-US&rs=en-US&ad=US
http://www.babysfirsttest.org/newborn-screening/conditions/krabbe
http://www.ninds.nih.gov/index.htm
http://www.huntershope.org/site/PageServer?pagename=krabbe_krabbe

