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LOUISIANA MONTLY MORBIDITY

DISEASES REPORTED DURING MONTH OF  APRIL, 1970 BY PARISH OF RESIDENCE
Malaria, which once made much of Louisiana almost uninhabitable, became a medical
curiosity by the early 1950’s. Since 1967 with heavy U.S. invelvement in Viet Nam, malaria is
again an important public health problem in Louisiana. In 1969, we had 49 cases reported and
so far in 1970 there have been 14 cases. All have been in men mostly from the 18 to 34 age range,
with exposure overseas. Cases have been reported from Ascension, Cadde, Claiborne, East
Baton Rouge, lberia, Jefferson, Orleans, Plaquemines, St. John, St. Mary, St. Tammany, Tangi-
pahoa and Vernon. Most cases have been reported by military hospitals, but several have been
diagnosed by private physicians. Unexplained fever in a young man recently returned from Asia
should be considered possible malaria. Onset as late as 36 months after return has occurred.  HAY {5 70
(Continued on Page 3)
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ACADIA 1 2 4
ALLEN
ASCENSION 1 1 i
ASSUMPTION
AVOYELLES
BEAUREGARD 1
BIENVILLE 1 1
_BOSSIER_ 6 1
CADDO 2 9 77 28
CALCASIEU 3 41 1 I 1 3 23 1
CALDWELL
CAMERON
CATAHOULA 1
CLAIBORNE 2 ] 7
CONCORDIA
DESOTO 5
EAST BATON ROUGE 1 a 66 | 15
EAST CARROLL 2
EAST FELICIANA
EVANGELINE ' 1 1
FRANKLIN 4
GRANT ' 1
IBERIA 2 5
IBERVILLE 1 10 4
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JACKSON 1
JEFFERSON 6| 2 2 2 2 7 20 2
JEFFERSON DAVIS 4 1
LAFAYETTE 1 1 ik 14 1
LAFOURCHE 1 1 9 2 13 1
LASALLE
LINCOLN 1 4
LIVINGSTON % 1
MADISON 2 2
MOREHOUSE 1
NATCHITOCHES 1 11
ORLEANS 1 p A O 7 1 T 1] 1 1 22 | 458 22
OUACHITA 4 1 1 3 56 3
PLAQUEMINES 2
POINTE COUPEE 1
RAPIDES 2 1 7 35 2
RED RIVER 1 1
RICHLAND 2 1 3
SABINE 1 1
ST. BERNARD L 1 1 2 1
5T. CHARLES 4
ST. HELENA
ST. JAMES A |
ST. JOHN 1 %
ST. LANDRY 2 5 13 3
ST. MARTIN 1 2 2
ST. MARY I ; 1 2
ST. TAMMANY 1 2 12
TANGIPAHOA 1 28
TENSAS
TERREBONNE 1 1 3 2
UNION 3
VERMILION 1
VERNON 4 4 31 1 65 2
WASHINGTON 2 2 2
WEBSTER 1 1 4 1
WEST BATON ROUGE 1 .
WEST CARROLL.
WEST FELICIANA 3 AL
WINN 2
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Prom January 1
1 Brucellosis,
1 Trichinosis.

through April 30 of 1970, the following cases were also reported:

1 Leprosy, 1 Leptospirosis, 14 Malaria (Contracted outside U.S.A.), and
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Each confirmed case should be reported to the Parish Health Unit so that physicians in the
vicinity may be alerted to look for secondary cases. In 1968 four secondary cases developed
in Alabama in teenagers exposed at a drive-in theatre and the same could happen here. Conditions
in Louisiana remain suitable for re-establishment of endemic malaria, particularly in areas where
mosquito control is not feasible.

The following article is reprinted from the March 21, 1970 ‘‘Morbidity and Mortality Weekly
Report’’ published by the National Communicable Disease Center:

“On February 4, 1970, a driver for an interstate trucking firm sought and received an exami-
nation at the Sacramento County (California) Health Department; a diagnosis of primary syphilis
was made.

In the contact interview he named his wife, living in Nebraska, and a prostitute in another
part of California. The wife has been examined and is free of syphilis.

The prostitute was quite difficult to locate. It was only after a restaurant manager furnished
her auto license number, which was checked through the State registration files, that she was
found.

On February 17 this contact was examined in the Riverside (California) Health Department
Clinic. A diagnosis of secondary syphilis was made, based on clinical evidence and a reactive
serologic test (VDRL1:512). In the contact interview, this patient was able to produce from
her diary the names of 310 sexual partners during the time when she could have acquired or
spread the infection. Her contacts reside in 34 states, Canada, and Mexico."'

Three untreated syphilis cases have been discovered among the contacts thus far.

In Louisiana about 16% of the contacts to infectious syphilis investigated are brought to
treatment for syphilis. Over 70% of the contacts who are negative on first examination receive
prophylactic treatment.

Prostitutes are seldom named by reported syphilis patients in Louisiana. Infectious syphilis
patients supply sufficient locating information to examine over 85% of the contacts investigated.
About one third of the 755 primary and secondary syphilis patients reported in Louisiana last
year were brought to treatment through contact tracing.



