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·        There are a number of products on the market to treat bed bugs. Isopropyl alcohol is quite effective at 
killing bed bugs; 91% alcohol is recommended. Facilities should review Material Safety Data Sheets 
(MSDS) of proposed insecticides/pesticides for safe applications in health care occupancy and on 
items in affected areas (i.e. – flame retardant properties of dialysis chairs, molecular size and 
absorption rate, etc.) Alpine® Dust Insecticide, Diatomaceous earth, and SteriFab®. 
 

·        While bed bugs do not jump, they are excellent hitchhikers. Staff handling patients may have bed 
bugs transferred to their clothing. Therefore, the staff should practice changing into clean scrubs and 
putting the old scrubs into a hot dryer for 30 minutes. Shoes can also be put into the hot dryer. 

 


