
 Bayou Bulletin 

Welcome to the first issue of the 
Bayou Bulletin, a quarterly 
newsletter from the LA 
Environmental Public Health 
Tracking (LEPHT) Program. 
LEPHT is a five-year program that 
is funded by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC), National Environmental 
Public Health Tracking  
Program (EPHT).   
 
The goal of EPHT is to develop a 
standardized web-based 
surveillance network for 
collecting and analyzing  health 
and environmental data. This 
Environmental Public Health 
Network (EPHTN) will address 
questions regarding how 
environmental contaminants 
affect people’s health.   
 
The CDC’s EPHT Network is the 
first environmental health tool to 
make  nationally consistent and 
standardized environmental and 
health data and measures 
available. CDC launched its EPHT 
network in the summer of 2009.   
 

The goal of LEPHT is to develop a 
surveillance network which meets 
your needs. We welcome input from 
academics; data partners; local, state 
and federal agencies; non-profits; 
industry; and individuals. We also 
want to keep you informed about 
environmental public health topics 
that are of interest to you, and to 
provide you with relevant data  
and resources for improving 
environmental public health in  
your communities.  
 
We will bring you up-to-date on the 
activities of the LEPHT Program and 
the CDC’s EPHT Program and 
emerging issues in environmental 
public health.  
 
To meet our goals, we need to  
hear from you. If you have  
feedback, questions, or ideas about 
our program, Web site system, or 
newsletter, please pass them on  
to Emán Williams at 
Eman.Williams@la.gov or call  
1-888-293-7020. You can also  
contact her to receive the  
Bayou Bulletin.  
 

 

 Bienvenue: Welcome to the LEPHT Bulletin 

April 26-29  CDC is hosting its bi-annual EPHT Workshop in New Orleans! 
See story inside. 
                   

Upcoming Events  
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ABOUT US 

The Louisiana Environmental 
Public Health Tracking Program 
(LEPHT) is a cooperative initiative 
between the Department of 
Health and Hospitals’ (DHH) 
Office of Public Health, Section  
of Environmental Epidemiology 
and Toxicology and the Office of 
Management and Finance, Section 
of Information Technology that 
keeps track of important 
environmental health issues 
impacting Louisiana’s 
communities. We provide 
information to environmental  
and public health professionals, 
legislators, advocacy groups, 
researchers and the public to 
facilitate better decision  
making, evaluation and  
policy development. 

MISSION 
Our mission is to develop a 
secure electronic network for the 
collection, analysis, and 
dissemination of environmental 
public health data and 
information; to guide policy, 
practice and other actions toward 
improving the health of Louisiana  
residents; and to foster 
collaboration among the state’s 
environmental and public  
health partners. 

VISION 
Our vision is for Louisiana to be a 
state where high-quality 
information on environmental 
health is available to all in a 
rapid, simple form in order to 
support an environment of 
wellness consisting of an 
abundance of clean air, clean 
water, and healthy buildings. 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Contact: Emán Williams Address:  LDHH-OPH-SEET 
E-mail: epht@la.gov  P.O. Box 60630 
Phone: 1-888-293-7020  New Orleans, LA 70160 



News from LEPHT Partners & the CDC  
The CDC is offering free distance 
learning courses to the environmental 
public health workforce. You can 
visit CDC’s Web site for more 
information at: http://www.cdc.gov/
nceh/ehs/Topics/workforce.htm to 
learn more about this opportunity.    

The Louisiana Tumor Registry 
(LTR) has posted its cancer 
incidence and mortality data for 
2002-2006 online.  Please visit 
http://publichealth.lsuhsc.edu/
tumorregistry/PDF/Vol24.pdf to 
obtain this information. Rates are 
posted by state, region and parish.   
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Frequently 
Asked Questions 

What data will be 
available? 
Data on LEPHT will include 
asthma and myocardial 
infarction hospitalizations, 
cancer, births, birth defects, 
vital statistics, childhood 
blood lead levels, ozone and 
particulate matter in ambient 
air, arsenic, disinfection by-
products, nitrates and nitrites 
in public drinking water.  

How will LEPHT data  
be displayed? 
LEPHT will feature analysis, 
visualization and reporting 
tools that allow users to 
create maps, graphs and 
charts of selected data. Users 
will  be able to view 
multiple displays of data 
side-by-side, drill down 
levels of data, and export 
data in usable formats such 
as Excel. Public users will 
have the ability to select 
from a predetermined set of 
indicator measures while 
authorized users will have 
the ability to perform ad-hoc 
queries. Data will be 
presented with information 
on  the data source and its 
limitations.   

Will personally 
identifiable data  
be protected? 
Data provided to the public 
by LEPHT will be 
appropriately de-identified 
and aggregated and will 
conform to strict 
confidentiality and 
suppression rules as 
determined by the CDC and 
the Louisiana Department of 
Health and Hospitals. Secure 
data will be accessible only 
to authorized users via a 
pin/password login. 

SAVE THE DATE:  2010 Environmental Public Health 
Tracking Workshop in New Orleans April 26 - 29 

We are pleased to announce the CDC’s 
2010 National EPHT Workshop will be 
held in New Orleans, Louisiana at the 
Hilton New Orleans Riverside Hotel. 

The workshop will be held April  
27 - 29, 2010. Pre-workshop trainings 
will be held April 26th. 

The purpose of the workshop is to 
provide training to, and face-to-face 
meetings for, EPHT-participating states, 
partners and programs.  

The workshop  breaks out into  various  
teams: content-specific workgroups;  

promotions, marketing and 
outreach workgroups; and  
security and network development 
workgroup; and the new 
geospatial information workgroup.  
 
This workshop is free and 
open to all LEPHT data 
partners.  
Click here to see the workshop 
Web site with agenda and online 
registration.  Please contact:  Faye 
Floyd at 770-488-3828 or via  
e-mail at ffloyd@cdc.gov if you 
should have additional questions. 

The National Association of 
County and City Health Officials 
(NACCHO) is launching a series of 
monthly webinars for local public 
health and environmental health 
representatives interested in learning 
how to bridge the gap between 
environmental and health 
data. Everyone is encouraged to 
participate.   
 
NACCHO webinars provide a forum 
for local health officials to  

share information; develop 
collaborative activities to address 
opportunities in tracking; and learn 
about new tools and resources.  
 
Webinars occur the second 
Thursday of the month at  
12 p.m. CST.    
 
Please visit NACCHO’s 
Environmental Public Health 
Tracking project webpage for 
archived webinars.  

Partner Activities: NACCHO Webinars 

 

If you are interested in tracking  health effects, hazards and/or exposures or 
are interested in receiving  information or training  in risk communication, 
developing information for target audiences, or using social media tools, 
please contact Emán Williams at Eman.Williams@la.gov or at 1-888-293-7020.   

Training Available 
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EPHT 101 Now Available  

LEPHT 2010: Future Activities 

CDC, in cooperation with 
National Environmental 
Health Association (NEHA), 
is pleased to offer 
Environmental Public Health 
Tracking 101, a free course that 
provides an introduction and 
overview of the major 
components of environmental 
public health tracking in 12 
interactive modules.  
 

The course is available online on 
an ongoing basis and may be 
taken in all or in part at any time 
by anyone.  
 
Click here to access EPHT 101. 

You will receive a login and 
password via e-mail. EPHT 101 is 
a CDC sponsored workshop.  

Collecting and processing data  
into nationally consistent data  
and measures (NCDM); 

Adding Web site content; 

Creating LEPHT training webinars 
for partners & stakeholders; 

 Implementing and testing  
network security. 

Activities planned for 2010 include: 

Reaching out to new  
potential stakeholders; 

 Planning & developing  
EPHT Network;  

Developing data use, sharing and  
re-release agreements with data 
partners and obtaining their 
feedback and data needs; 
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consistent data and measures. 
NCDMs are standardized indicators 
which enable users to evaluate 
temporal and spatial variability  
of environmental and public  
health data; 

Trading Partnership Agreements 
(TPAs) are being drafted which 
will outline the criteria of each 
data partner for using and  
sharing data.  

An updated LEPHT Web site was 
launched at: updated  
LEPHT Web site; 

 Staff from various state agencies 
are assisting us in getting source 
data for cancer, birth defects, 
childhood lead, drinking water, 
outdoor air and reproductive 
health outcomes.  

A few important milestones have 
been celebrated this year in the 
planning of the LEPHT Network: 
 
A collaborative workspace has 

been developed within SharePoint 
to enable internal sharing  
and reporting; 

A Technical Advisory Group  
(TAG) has been established to 
guide LEPHT;  

Documents which outline Data 
Investigation, Collection and 
Evaluation (DICE) and the 
Technical Network Implementation 
Plan (TNIP) have been drafted and 
are undergoing internal review; 

Data for asthma, myocardial 
infarction and carbon monoxide  
hospitalizations were procured and 
are being processed into nationally 

LEPHT Milestones  

Frequently  
Asked 
Questions 

How can the data  
be used? 
Data provided on 
LEPHT Network can 
be accessible to 
researchers, public 
health and 
environmental 
practitioners, policy 
makers, and the 
public. Data can be 
used by local and state 
health departments, 
physicians and other 
public health officials 
to analyze trends over 
time, identify high-risk 
groups, target effective 
public health and 
environmental 
interventions, and 
advance public health 
research. The LEPHTN 
will help agencies and 
others perform key 
functions, including 
monitoring and 
distributing 
information about 
environmental hazards 
and disease trends; 
advancing research on 
possible linkages 
between 
environmental hazards 
and disease; and 
developing, 
implementing, and 
evaluating regulatory 
and public health 
actions to control 
environmentally- 
related diseases. 
Information from 
LEPHTN can also be 
used by policymakers 
to guide public health 
legislation and help 
the public understand 
indicators of 
environmental public 
health in their 
communities.  

http://www.nehacert.org/catalog/index.php?cPath=28&main_page=index�
http://www.lepht.dhh.louisiana.gov�


CDC’s EPHT Program has established 
several workgroups to assist the 
agency in implementing the  
national program.   

The groups that have been 
developed include: Program 
Marketing and Outreach (PMO); 
Standards Network and Development 
(SND) and Content Workgroups 
(CWG).  All of the workgroups are 
comprised of local, state and national 
partner organizations.  

Staff from EPHT data partners 
are especially encouraged to 
participate in CWG calls.  

The Missions of the Content 
Workgroups is to:  

1) Develop guidelines to facilitate 
data collection, processing, 
evaluation and use;  

EPHT Work groups  

Program Staff: 
Dianne Dugas, Section Chief 
Shannon Soileau, Program Manager 
Adrienne Katner, Principal Investigator 
Roshan Badakhsh, Epidemiologist 
Kate Streva. GIS & Data Analyst 
George Frierson, GIS & Data Analyst 
Dana Voss, Information Technologist 
Emán Williams LEPHT Communications Liaison 
Karen Daniel, Information Technologist 

The Bayou Bulletin 

 Pesticide Workgroup Calls 
May 12 (noon) 

 Hospitalization  

Workgroup Calls 
May 13 (1 p.m.) 

 Carbon Monoxide  
Workgroup Calls 
May 20 (2 p.m.) 

 Air Quality Workgroup Calls 
May 18 (11 a.m.) 

 Cancer Workgroup Calls 
May 24 (2 p.m.) 

 Climate Change  
Workgroup Calls 
April 22 (noon), May 27 (noon) 

 Birth Defect  

Workgroup Calls 
April 22 (1 p.m.), May 27 (1 p.m.) 

Upcoming EPHT  
Workgroup Calls 

2) Identify and evaluate data 
sets and sources; and  

3) Develop methods for 
deriving NCDMs.  

Content Workgroup Teams 
include: Cancer, Air Quality 
(Ozone and PM),  
Birth Defects, Drinking Water 
Quality, Climate Change, 
Hospitalizations (asthma and 
cardiovascular disease), 
Pesticides, Childhood Lead and 
Carbon Monoxide Poisoning. 

Please call Emán Williams at  
1-888-293-7020 to be added to 
content workgroup calls and / 
or to obtain CWG updates.  
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