§343. Cross Connections
[formerly paragraph 12:016-1]
A. There shall be no physical connection between a public water supply and any other water supply
which is not of equal sanitary quality and under an equal degree of official supervision; and there shall be
no connection or arrangement by which unsafe water may enter a public water supply system. The approval

of the [State Health Officerl shall be obtained prior to_making interconnections between potable water

supplies.

methods-approved by the-state-health-officer—Once delivered to a customer, that is, once water passes

through a service connection, it is the customer’s responsibility to ensure no water is returned to the public

water supply.|

[Commented [DHH1]: “state health officer”

Cc ted [DHH2]: How can the customer achieve this

C. [formerly paragraph 12:016-2] Water from any potable water supply complying with these

requirements may be supplied to any other system containing water of questionable quality only by means

of an independent line discharging not less than a distance equal to two times the pipe diameter or 2 inches,

whichever is greater, above the overflow level of storage units open to atmospheric pressure or by other

methods approved by the state health officer.

§344. Protection of Water Supply/Containment Practices

A. Each water supplier shall protect the water produced and distributed by its water supply system from

governmental, and/or multi-family housing served by a master meter and/or high risk residential customers

comply eempliance with the containment practices and maintenance/field testing requirements prescribed

in LAC 51:XIV.609.F or as otherwise directed by the state health officer. High risk residential customers

shall include, but not be limited to, those operating fire suppression systems or irrigation systems equipped

with pumps, injectors, pressurized tanks or vessels, or other facilities for injecting into the irrigation system

when backflow prevention isn’t required for all customers?
DHH recommends this be deleted from the section.

Part Xll is to regulate the water systems.

OR

Is this only in accordance with the provisions of this
Section(s)?

Commented [DHH3]:

Needs to be more specific to due diligence:

Due diligence means taking every reasonable precaution to
the extent of your ability and authority to do so.

The degree of diligence required to meet your duty can
vary significantly from situation to situation. The ‘care’ you
provide must be based on ‘risk.” The greater the risk of
harm, the more care, or precautions that must be taken.

DHH recommends replacing “taking reasonable measures”
with “exercising due diligence”

agricultural chemicals such as fungicides, pesticides, soil conditioning or other similar noxious, toxic or




objectionable substances. In implementing any ordinances, rules, contracts, polices, or other steps to

achieve such compliance, water suppliers shall have the authority to prohibit or discontinue water service
to customers who fail to install, maintain, field test, or report to the water supplier the results of the field test

for containment assemblies or methods required in accordance with LAC 51:XIV.609.F.9.

B._Agricultural, commercial, industrial, and governmental customers are required to install and maintain,

at a minimum, reduced pressure principal backflow prevention devices as a condition of receiving water

service. Commercial, industrial, and governmental customers may receive water service after installing

and maintaining a lesser protective backflow prevention device or devices, or no device at all, if, and only

if, a lcertificated Backflow Prevention Surveyor working for the public water system or, if allowed by the

Commented [DHHA4]: Section B. is confusing and needs
to be re-worded to state clearly what you want the water
systems to be able to do.

public water system a third party Backflow Prevention Surveyor working for the customer certifies, in writing,

to the water supplier that there is ho contamination threat to the public water supply| or that the threat is

Cc ted [DHHS5]: As of January 2016, there will not
be “certificated Backflow Prevention Surveyors”.

such that lesser protection is fully protective of the public water supply. Such certifications shall be valid

until the plumbing installations downstream of the service connection are altered; control or use of the

customer’s facility changes; or for a period of three years from the date of certification.

C. The state health officer has determined that Protection of Water Supply/Containment Practices are

necessary to protect public health and, therefore, are not subject to the “Grandfather” provisions of §107 of

this part. Customers required to install, maintain, and test backflow prevention devices shall do so

remedially if they have not already done so. Note: According to the State Fire Marshall, the addition of a

backflow prevention device to a fire protection system changes the system’s capacity and must be

accounted-for.

D. Residential customers with lawn irrigation/sprinkler systems for which pressure vacuum breakers

provided, however, the pressure vacuum breaker must be properly installed and tested upon installation;

and tested after any repairs are made. Installation and testing must be performed by an individual qualified

to install and inspect pressure vacuum breakers or lawn irrigation backflow prevention devices in

accordance with LAC 51:XIV.609.F.8. Results of required tests must be provided timely to the water

supplier. A failure by the customer to report to the public water supplier the installation, timely testing or

Commented [DHH6]: Water suppliers need to have the
authority to override the findings of the Surveyor.

Commented [DHH7]: This needs to be re-stated.
“Adequate protection” is too vague.

‘| Commented [DHHS8]: This is currently required; there

should not be exemptions from annual testing.




maintenance of a pressure vacuum breaker in accordance with the foregoing shall be grounds for

interruption of water servicell

G. Recordkeeping. Public water suppliers shall maintain records of backflow prevention device testing

for a period of three years and shall make such records available to the state health officer or his designee

for inspection during normal business hours.

§345. Connection with Unsafe Water Sources Forbidden

[formerly paragraph 12:017]

A. There shall be no cross-connection, auxiliary intake, bypass, inter-connection or other arrangement,
including overhead leakage, whereby water from a source that does not comply with these regulations may
be discharged or drawn into any potable water supply which does comply with these requirements. The use
of valves, including check or back pressure valves, is not considered protection against return flow, or back-

siphonage, or for the prevention of flow of water from an unapproved source into an approved system.

B. Public water supply connections to any customer whose connected plumbing includes auxiliary

water supplies|

. such as wells, submerged inlets, ponds, reservoirs, swimming pools| and other sources of
N \

stagnant, polluted, or contaminated waters shall be made only through an “air gap” consisting of a physical |

separation between the free flowing discharge end of a potable water supply pipeline and an open, non-

pressure, receiving vessel. |Such an air gap shall be at least double the diameter of the supply pipe

measured above the overflow rim of the vessel and in no case less than 1”.

. Water loading stations|

a. For purposes of this part, there are two classes of water loading stations: potable, and non-
potable.

b. All loading stations shall be isolated from the public supply using, at a minimum, a double

check backflow prevention assembly at the customer connection. Unless specific written permission is

granted by the Office of Public Health to fill potable water vessels at a potable water loading station other

than over the rim, all vessels being filled at a water loading station shall be filled over the rim.

C. Potable water loading stations shall be assembled using materials suitable for the delivery

of potable water, which materials have been sanitized and which materials are, at all times, maintained in

| Commented [DHH9]: E. Installation/Repair. Backflow

preventers shall be installed and/or repaired by a State
Plumbing Board of Louisiana (SPBLA)-licensed plumber
who holds a SPBLA water supply protection specialist
endorsement on his/her plumbing license pursuant to LSA -
R.S. 37:1361 et seq. and its implementing regulations (LAC
46:LV.101 et seq.); or, for those backflow preventers located
on public property or otherwise under the complete control
of the water supplier (e.g., water meter and the piping
upstream of the water meter, if provided), by a Backflow
Prevention Assembly Repairer who meets the ASSE 5130
Professional Qualification Standard or other individuals
holding a backflow prevention assembly repairer certificate
from a nationally recognized backflow certification
organization approved by the state health officer. Backflow
preventers associated with a landscape irrigation system may
be installed, tested, and repaired by a Horticulture
Commission of Louisiana-licensed landscape irrigation
contractor who holds a SPBLA-issued special water supply
protection specialist endorsement in accord with R.S.
3:3808.P.

Commented [DHH10]: F. Backflow prevention
assemblies and methods shall be checked and field tested by
a Backflow Prevention Assembly Tester who meets ASSE
5110 Professional Qualification Standard, or other
individuals holding a testing certificate from a nationally
recognized backflow certification organization approved by
the state health officer. Testing procedures shall be in accord
with the requirements of this code.
1. The following types of backflow prevention assemblies
and methods shall be checked and field tested in accordance
with the frequency established in this code:
.a. double check valve assemblies;
.b.. reduced pressure principle backflow prevention
assemblies;
c.. pressure vacuum breakers;
.d. spill resistant vacuum breakers;
_e. air gaps (water distribution) on high hazard
applications; and,
. f. other backflow prevention devices as specified by the
plumbing official or water supplier.
2.. . Any backflow preventer in this code which is found
defective shall be repaired by an individual meeting the
qualifications specified in this code.
3. Frequency. The backflow prevention assemblies and
methods specified in this code shall be field tested:
a. upon installation;
b. when cleaned, repaired, or overhauled;
.c. when relocated; and
d. annually.

{ Commented [DHH11]: Change to “sources”

[Commented [DHH12]: Delete “swimming pools”

Commented [DHH13]: Reword.
Variances have been given for potable water supplies as
source for nonpotable systems.

Commented [DHH14]: “Water loading stations” should
have its own section.
(§346)




a sanitary fashion. Prior to delivering water through a potable water loading station, bacteriological samples

taken at the discharge end of the loading station shall be analyzed in accordance with the total coliform rule

to ensure the water is fit for human consumption. Any water delivered prior to certification the water is fit

for human consumption shall be subject to a mandatory boil water advisory. All vessels used to deliver

potable water shall be certified for delivery of potable water and shall be maintained in a sanitary manner.

Furthermore, water in bulk vessels shall be tested for disinfectant residual immediately prior to delivering

water and hourly while deliveries continue. At a minimum, the disinfectant residual at time of delivery shall

be 0.5 ma/l or the water delivered shall be delivered under a boil water advisory. Bacteriological testing of

water delivered using potable water vessels shall be at the discretion of the state health officer.


































