DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Health and Hospitals

Office of the Secretary
Bureau of Health Services Financing
Pain Management Clinics—Licensing Standards
(LAC 48:I.7801)
The Department of Health and Hospitals, Office of the Secretary, Bureau of Health Services Financing amends LAC 48:I.7801 as authorized by R.S 36:254 and R.S. 40:2198.11-13. This Emergency Rule is promulgated in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953(B)(1) et seq. and shall be in effect for the maximum period allowed under the Act or until adoption of the final Rule, whichever occurs first. 

In compliance with Act 488 of the 2005 Regular Session of the Louisiana Legislature, the department of Health and Hospitals, Office of the Secretary, Bureau of Health Services Financing adopted provisions establishing the licensing standards for pain management clinics (Louisiana Register, Volume 34, Number 1). Pain management clinics are public or private facilities which primarily engage in the treatment of pain by prescribing narcotic medications. The department now proposes to amend the provisions contained in the January 20, 2008 Rule to further clarify the definition of pain management specialist as related to services furnished by urgent care facilities. This action is being taken to promote the health and well-being of Louisiana citizens by assuring access to these medically necessary health care services while enhancing the quality of care being furnished to patients. It is estimated that the implementation of this Emergency Rule will not have a fiscal impact on state expenditures for state fiscal year 2007-2008.

Effective January 20, 2008, the Department of Health and Hospitals, Office of the Secretary, Bureau of Health Services Financing amends the provisions governing pain management clinics.

Title 48

PUBLIC HEALTH—GENERAL

Part I.  General Administration

Subpart 3.  Licensing and Certification

Chapter 78.
Pain Management Clinics

Subchapter A.
General Provisions

§7801.
Definitions

* * *

Pain Specialist—a physician, licensed in Louisiana, with a certification in the subspecialty of pain management by a member board of the American Boards of Medical Specialties. 1.
For urgent care facilities in operation on or before June 15, 2005, the definition of pain specialist is a physician who is licensed in the state of Louisiana, board certified in his or her area of residency training and certified within one year from the adoption of this rule in the subspecialty of pain management by any board or academy providing such designation such as the American Boards of Medical Specialties, American Board of Pain Management, American Academy of Pain Management or the American Board of Interventional Pain Physicians. Any conflict, inconsistency or ambiguity with any other regulations contained in this chapter shall be controlled by §7801.
* * *
AUTHORITY NOTE:
Promulgated in accordance with R.S. R.S. 40.2198.11-13.

HISTORICAL NOTE:
Promulgated by the Department of Health and Hospitals, Office of the Secretary, Bureau of Health Services Financing, LR 34:0000 (January 2008), amended LR 34:
Interested persons may submit written comments to Jerry Phillips, Bureau of Health Services Financing, P.O. Box 91030, Baton Rouge, LA 70821-9030. He is responsible for responding to inquiries regarding this Emergency Rule. A copy of this Emergency Rule is available for review by interested parties at parish Medicaid offices.
Roxane A. Townsend, M.D.
Secretary
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