










Louisiana Public Notices

http://www.publicnoticeads.com/la/search/view.asp?T=PN&id=316/10222015_22882187.htm[10/27/2015 2:55:47 PM]

 Your online source
for public notice in Louisiana

Public Notice

Search in this notice, CTRL+F or APPLE+F
NOTE: Some notices are extracted from PDF files and may be difficult to read.

County: Calcasieu
Printed In: American Press
Printed On: 2015/10/23

Public Notice: 

 PUBLIC NOTICE

 Department of Health and Hospitals
 Bureau of Health Services Financing and
 Office of Behavioral Health

 Louisiana Transition of 1915(i) Recipients to
 Medicaid State Plan Behavioral Health Services

The Department of Health and Hospitals, Bureau of Health Services Financing and the
 office of Behavioral Health collaboratively provide specialized behavioral health services under
 the authority of a §1915(b) waiver, §1915(c) waiver, and a §1915(i) State Plan amendment
 (SPA). However, effective December 1, 2015 the Department proposes to change its behavioral
 health services implementation model in order to transition from a single prepaid inpatient
 health plan (PIHP) to an integrated behavioral and physical health model which will be
 administered by five Bayou Health managed care organizations.

The State recently submitted waiver amendments to the U.S. Department of Health and
 Human Services, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) for the §1915(b) and
§1915(c) waivers and the §1932(a) SPA governing managed care provisions to implement the
 integration of behavioral health and physical health. The State will also submit a State Plan
 amendment to CMS requesting the termination of behavioral health services covered under the
§1915(i) State Plan authority, and to include these same services as covered services under the
 “traditional” Medicaid State Plan services option.

Services provided by licensed mental health practitioners (LMHPs) and mental health
 rehabilitation services would be expanded to meet the needs of a larger population of adults
 and increase the use of community-based treatment.

The eligibility criteria for the currently approved §1915(i) behavioral health services
 requires Medicaid eligible adults over 21 years of age to meet more stringent criteria to access
 these services. The proposed amendments will reduce the functional criteria as measured by
 the Level of Care Utilization System for the mental health rehabilitation services, and will allow
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 Medicaid recipients to access therapeutic services, including individual, family and group
 therapy delivered by a licensed mental health practitioner without the need to meet any
 functional criteria. Therapeutic services will be based on each recipient’s medical need for the
 services. The primary goal for terminating the §1915(i) State Plan authority is to increase
 access to community-based treatment which would result in a reduction in inpatient
 hospitalization.

Implementation of these provisions shall be contingent upon the approval of CMS, as
 submission to CMS for review and approval is required.

The Department hereby gives public notice of its intent to submit a transition plan to CMS
 for review and approval of the Department’s actions that will be taken to transition Medicaid
 recipients currently receiving behavioral health services under the §1915(i) State Plan authority
 to behavioral health services covered under the “traditional” Medicaid State Plan through a new
 State Plan amendment when the §1915(i) State Plan services are terminated.

Interested persons may review the transition plan and submit written comments to J. Ruth
 Kennedy, Bureau of Health Services Financing, P.O. Box 91030, Baton Rouge, LA 70821—9030
 or by email to MedicaidPolicy@la.gov. Ms. Kennedy is responsible for responding to inquiries
 regarding this public notice. The transition plan will be available for online viewing at
 http://new.dhh.louisiana.gov/index.cfm/page/2110. The deadline for receipt of all written
 comments is November 23, 2015 by 4:30 p.m.

 Kathy H. Kliebert
 Secretary
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