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Track's Jones goes from homeless to hero
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By H. Drarmr Beizer, USA TODAY

American Lolo Joneswas on a whirlwind tour of
Beijing on Monday asshe made 3 press
appearance at a sponsors hospitality house.

“Lolo Jones is a great American

story. You dont get that many

anyimore, with people who grew up

poor and seize every opporiunity.
nd she really did.”

- Aandy Ezzex, whose family book ir domes
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By Bryce Miller, Gannett News Service F
BEIJIMNG — Every marning, when the kids

ly! vahoo! Buzz
showed up for the church sumrmer camp at

the Salvation Army building in Des Maines, ) Acid o bl
Lolo Jones, her sister and hrothers were

already there. Facehook
Day after day, Jones hounced araund the o Twitter
gvmnasium as others walked in. o

She owned boundless energy, an infectious
smile, but also a guarded secrat. The
warman picked by some towin the gold
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medal in the 100-meter wamen's hurdles at )
the 2008 Sumrmer Olympics lived in the & iGoogle
hasement.
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"I rememberwe had to wake up earlier than when the kids
started arriving, 5o theywouldnttease us” she said. "Me and
my brothers would get up and we'd he in the gym before the
other kids got there.

"So it kind of looked like our parents were the firstto drop us off
atthe camp.”

These Olympics are positioned to be a global introduction for
Jones, a 26-year-ald graduate of Des Moines Roosevelt High
School.

SCHEDULE: Views planned track and field events

Cakley launched a campaign for its "Enduring” sunglasses
line that features Jones, the Qlympic Trials winner and reigning
wiatld champ in the 60-meter indoor hurdles.

The United States Olympic Committee will bring three
women's track stars to a Thursday press conference with
international media: Olympic gold medalist Sanya Richards,
Olympic silver medalist and world champion Allyson Felix —
and Jones.

Alife thatincluded homelessness now resonates with
world-stage possibility.

"This is not like a Dream Team basketball personthathas a
multi-million dollar contract, said Kim Carsaon, anather
Roosevelttrack starwho helped Jones since junior high on
and off the track and traveled to Beijing. "This is a kid who had
nathing.”

Growing up, Jones attended eight different schools in eight
years as her single mother hounced betiween Texas and lowa,
often halding down tea jobs to suppart ber children. Janes'
father, who spent time in the Air Force and jail, "wasnt really in
the picture much " she said.

VIDEOQ: Jones talks about her experiences growing up

While in third grade, Jones estimated, the family ended up in
the basement of the church.

All the moving and all the change eventually became too much
for Jones, who decided against a move to Forest City, telling
her mother, " ‘Mo, | cant o to a city that doesn't have a track.
I'mtrying to pursue my dream.'”

Click here to read
full article

The decision hegan a siretch where Jones lived with three
families, including the family of Randy Essex, a farmer
assistant managing editar of The Des Mo/nes Reglisterwho
now wirks at the Defroit Free Press.

Get Qlympic updates sert to your cell
phone every morning!
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[¥] Top 10 Medsl Courtries Essex noticed atyouth track events his son padicipated in that
no one seemed to be inthe stands cheering Jones, a
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"ltwwas 8 really family-oriented club,” Essex said. "l asked (the

club organizer) after practice why there were no parents or
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That conversation eventually led to Jones moving inwith Essex
and his family far about 16 manths, heginning in August 1998,

“wwhen she maoved inwith us, itwas obwviously a difficult
situation for her," Essex said. "We were almoast strangers”

Essexwatched, impressed, as Jones quietly focused an

decision after decision. She worked at track. She worked at

track. Bhe worked at her job atthe lowa Bagel Bakery near
42nd Street and University in Des Moines.

"Just a hard-working, dependable kid," he said.
Jones also lived with Kim Walker, 2 Des Maines attorney, and his wife, Jean.

Walker watched proadly as Janes returned to Roosevelt recently to hand over new track shoes to her farmer
high school and a %12,000 check to Renee Trout, a flood victim and single mother from Cedar Rapids.

"That's as good a role model as we can askfor, dontyou think? Walker s aid.

When high schoal ended, Jones landed & spot on the track team at Lovisiana State University — a national
poweerhouse, A LSL), Jones understood the unigueness of her situation for the first time.

Cther LELU students packed up belongings to ga home far the halidays.,
"I'was like, Wait, | don't have a bedroam to go o) back home,'" Jones said.
LELI coach Dennis Shawver knew the family faced financial challenges, but"she never camplained.”

When Jones graduated, she worked minimum-wage jobs to keep chasing an Qlympic track drearm — an
experience she said was moare difficult than being tempaorarily homeless,

"It weas mare hard for me to swallow my pride and take out garbage at a gy when | had an economics degree
and Spanish minor" she said.

"I had people come up to me like, 'Didntyou graduate? What are you daing warking atthis aym' Iwas like, 1'm
trying to do this track thing. If | get a 9-t0-5 Gob), [wont have flexibility to leave the country and go to these
competitions”

When Jones missed a spot in Athens after falling during the 2004 Qlympic Trials, Shaver became a salesman
for Jones.

Shaver told the hig-time track sponsors, "Her day will come if given the opporunity”

That day did come.


http://www.usatoday.com/sports/olympics/beijing/track/2008-08-11-jones-track_N.htm

