
5.9 TEMPORARY REQUESTS AND PHASE-IN TO THE RECOMMENDED NUMBER OF IFS 
HOURS 

 

A. IFS hours above the guidelines may be required on a temporary basis including the 
following instances: 

 

1. A phase-in period is needed to secure a shared living situation or for a current 
participant with a history of supports above the guidelines levels when the guideline is 
initially applied or there is a change in the SIS assessment and assignment to a lower 
resource allocation level; 

 

2. Caregiver is absent or becomes ill; 
 

3. Shared services are interrupted due to illness or injury; or 
 

4. The residence of the participant is damaged and is temporarily not inhabitable. 
 

B. All requests for additional temporary hours above the IFS guidelines are time limited.  The 
support coordinator reviews the plan of care for temporary awards of IFS hours no less 
than quarterly and more frequently where the exception was approved for a shorter period 
by the GPSORC as described in Section 7.3. The support coordinator must resubmit a 
request for continuation of temporary increases every six months or more frequently as 
specified by the GPSORC in the approval of the initial request. Temporary requests for 
additional hours due to caregiver illness/absence or individual illness necessitating short-
term additional supports that are limited to less than 30 days (per each request) may be 
approved by the regional office without additional review by the GPSORC. The regional 
waiver office may approve a first-time request (up to 30 days) and one renewal of this 
original request (up to an additional 30 days). If the request is needed beyond 60 days 
(length of original request plus one renewal), or if more than two separate requests for 
additional hours of 30 days or less are made, GPSORC approval will be needed as per 
Section 7.3. 

. 

1. For participants residing at home with their families who are moving to independent 
living and need time to develop shared supports, supports may be provided to the 
participant at home until the shared living situation is set up. 

 

2. For participants moving from an ICF to an independent living situation, an assessment is 
made regarding projected time to set up the shared living situation.  Requests for 
temporary need for additional hours are considered while the shared living situation is 
developed based upon each individual situation. 



3. The expectation is that development of shared living circumstances is normally 
completed within six months. Exceptions are considered on an individual basis. 
 

4. For participants currently receiving individualized IFS hours and living independently 
whose needs cannot be met within the level allocation, an assessment is made regarding 
projected time to set up a shared living situation or to make adjustments to the person’s 
daily schedule to include sharing options or other appropriate supports. Requests for 
temporary need for additional hours are considered while the shared living situation or 
other adjustments are developed based upon each participant’s situation.  

 


