Background Check FAQ
1. What are the new requirements for Criminal Background Checks (CBC) if I see children in child care agencies?
According to the new requirements, you now have 2 options regarding your CBC in child care agencies:

Option 1:  Have each child care center you visit run your background check (CBC) themselves for the $26.00 fee, payable by you for each center, and kept on file at each center:

**This means that the provider, not the child care agency pays the $26.

**Not sure how long this CBC is good for:  1 year or 3 years—we have asked for clarification on this from DCFS.

 Option 2:  Obtain a “certified copy” of your background check by appearing in person at the Louisiana Bureau of Criminal Identification and Information Section of the Louisiana State Police (LSP) for a total of $36.  The “certified copy” is portable and may be copied by each center and kept on file by them—you present and keep the original.  The certified copy is good for one year.  To obtain the certified copy you report to the LSP Headquarters at 7919 Independence Blvd in Baton Rouge.  You must bring: 2 money orders, one for $26 and one for $10 and a picture ID.

2.  Do new providers still have to have a background check to enroll with EarlySteps?

· Yes--New providers, ie, those intending to enroll with us--still have to do a CBC with us—as always—if they don’t “pass”  that CBC, they won’t need one from a child care agency, since they would not be EarlySteps providers.

3.  For providers who need their CBC updated due to the 3 year renewal, will EarlySteps accept one they paid for from a child care agency if it is run through the State Police, or we will accept a copy of the  LSP “certified copy?”  

· Yes, EarlySteps will accept  one of these two types of background checks for the 3 year renewal of the CBC.

4.  If I work for an LEA and for EarlySteps will my CBC from the LEA work for EarlySteps?

· We don’t believe that the CBC that the LEA runs meets the requirement for the EarlySteps CBC.   According to DCFS, since LEA providers are “employees” of the LEA rather than independent contractors like EarlySteps providers they are considered differently.  As LEA providers, the CBC from the LEA is acceptable as documentation in Child Care agencies.  We have asked for clarification on this.
5.  For providers who do not go to child care centers, do they still have to have CBC’s  to enroll and do they still have to be updated every 3 years?
· Yes.
6.  What is the “right to review?”

· The certified copy obtained by appearing in person at the LSP is also called the “right to review.”

7.  What is the purpose of the “certified copy” or the “right to review?”
· This “certified copy” is intended to be portable, that is, used for every child care agency visited.  The goal is to have an “official” copy that cannot be altered as it is “certified.”Each child care agency will keep a copy on file.  It is good for 1 year, only.  
8.  What is the purpose of the additional $10 (above the $26) for the “certified copy?”

· The additional $10 is for fingerprints.  It could be that the results of the fingerprints will take more time, but the provider will get a certified copy at the visit to BR.  The additional $10 for fingerprints requires a separate money order.  The picture ID and fingerprints establish the provider’s identity if there is more than one person with the same name.
9.  Can I appear at my local LSP Troop office in my area to obtain the “certified copy?”

· No, these can only be obtained by appearing in person at the LSP headquarters in Baton Rouge.
10.  I have questions and concerns about this new process.  Who should I contact about these?

· Continue to monitor the EarlySteps website and we will post clarifications as they are received.

· The final rule will be published in the Louisiana Register on March 20 and should give an address to submit comments as well as notification of public hearing(s) for comments.  We urge you to submit comments at that time.  **We will let providers know when and where to submit comments when the notice is published.
11.  Why are these changes being implemented?

· These changes are the results of Act 508 which was passed during the 2010 regular session of the legislature.  You can find a copy by going to the Louisiana Legislature’s website and searching for Act 508.

· DCFS issued an emergency rule in November, 2010 to implement the law.  You can read some of their guidance on the rule at http://www.dcfs.louisiana.gov/assets/docs/searchable/Licensing/021011_CriminalBackgroundCheckChart.pdf
12.  Is there a problem if multiple child care agencies run background checks on one provider?

· This is an acceptable practice according to the LSP.
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